
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 Westlake Chinese Culture Association 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: 2017 Westlake Chinese School Chinese Arts and Cultural Programs 

Your Project Summary: To promote Chinese arts and culture in our communities by offering a great 

variety of Chinese arts and cultural programs in 2017. These programs include weekly Chinese cultural 

dances, Martial Arts, Chinese music and art lessons. In addition, our school will host an annual Chinese 

Lunar New Year celebration and performance in January 2017. Our students will also be participating in 

many local events to promote Chinese arts and culture through dance and Martial Arts performances. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application 

that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

      

Trey Hartt 
(Richmond, VA) 

Hollyann Vickers 
(Alameda, CA) 

Rebecca Berrios 
(Nashville, TN) 

Christy Uchida  
(Chicago, IL) 

Ruby Lopez Harper 
(Washington, DC) 

Andrew Goldberg 
(Miami, FL) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: The project provides a public benefit by continuing the organization's long legacy of fostering 

understanding of Chinese culture and presenting artistic experiences for the western Cuayhoga County 

community.  The project engages qualified arts & cultural professionals. Further clarity around the project 

and tools for measuring progress would have strengthened the proposal. Is there a certain percentage 

you would like to grow your audience by? How could you build relationships with stake holders to help 

with your goals? 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this project meets the funding criteria. Public benefit is demonstrated by the project 

serving its community with access to knowledge and culture in a very economical exchange. With a focus 

on enlightening the community through Chinese culture and arts, this project demonstrates both cultural 

and artistic vibrancy. There is a clear organizational capacity for carrying out the project. A couple of 

suggestions: 1) the expenses appear to be more than the income by a small amount; this could be adjusted 

to ensure financial viability. 2) It's unclear how the scope of the organization/project goes from 140 

students from 80 families to reaching and affecting 8,000. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Goal is too vague; by how much do you want to increase enrollment? Good that you know 

where your members come from. Why are you budgeting a deficit? Use of the funds description is way 

too vague. This skirts dangerously close to general operating support rather than project support. The 

public benefit is high because of the cultural diversity and enrichment you offer the Greater Cleveland 

Area, for families with and without Chinese language background. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: The project met the funding criteria. The applicant clearly outlined the project intent and 

benefit. I would have liked to have seen more detail about how the project engages or interacts with the 

broader community which was clear in the presentation at events, but how many and to what extent is 

there learning or bridging of cultural barriers in the community? It is also unclear if the organization serves 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 
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or engages with those that are unable to pay tuition. The budget was clear and reasonable and provided 

sufficient detail to demonstrate the organization's capacity to plan and execute a successful project. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this proposal fits the funding criteria.  WCCA understands, works with, and serves its 

community.  It uses knowledge of its community, such as the number of adopted Chinese girls whose 

families want to connect them with Chinese culture, to drive its work thereby demonstrating public 

benefit.  WCCA demonstrates artistic and cultural vibrancy by contributing to lively/energetic 

neighborhoods by providing Chinese arts to numerous local festivals and performances.  It did seem a 

little strange that the only web-based supporting material (video) provided did not show a traditional 

Chinese art form.  The goal of increasing enrollment is straightforward, but it would help to know how 

many have participated in the past and a quantified goal for the future to judge how likely it is to be 

achieved.  The budget is straightforward, and the planning seems realistic since WCCA has been 

conducting these activities for many years, so the organizational capacity seems fine. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, Westlake Chinese Culture Association (WCCA) meets the funding criteria. WCCA deeply 

engages about 140 students in Chinese language and culture activities throughout the year. The 

organization also uses major Chinese holidays to engage the greater Cleveland community in learning 

more about Chinese culture. For example, during the Lunar New Year Celebration, students who have 

studied martial arts and Tai Chi perform for the public. While I think WCCA provides exceptional public 

benefit through their programing and clearly has a team and support to implement the project, the 

organization could be more specific about the goals they have set and how they plan to reach those goals. 

The organization should also be more careful about checking dates and editing the proposal so it is evident 

that the proposal was written for a fresh, new year. 

Panelist 5 

Panelist 6 


